
Session Title Presenter(s) Session Description Category/Track

Using Simple Interactions to Seed and Grow a Community of Practice 
in Early Childhood Education Junlei Li

How can we support the learning and growth of a professional community in early childhood education?  Real and 
lasting change can start with finding what ordinary people do extraordinarily well with children in simple, everyday 
moments. In this workshop session, we practice an approach to communities of practice that rely on capturing and 
learning from everyday “simple interactions” in early childhood settings. We explore how this approach may 
complement and support the larger work of professional development and system change.

B3 

Giving Children A Voice: Supporting Language & Literacy PreK-3rd 
Grade

Melissa Burnham 
(primary),Joanne Everts

Attendees will learn about the importance of children's voice in all areas of the curriculum, including literacy and 
mathematics. Participants will reflect on their own practice that supports language across the curriculum in preK through 
3rd grade.

B3 

Connections between SEL in the Birth through Pre-K environment
Deborah Loesch-Griffin 
(primary),Joanne Everts

In partnership with OSRLE and a local CASSL initiative representatives, the Nevada Ready! B-3 team will share the 0-Pre-
K and the K-3rd grade standards and discuss alignment and applications at home, school and in classrooms.

B3 

Planning for Nevada's Future - Building a Comprehensive Early 
Childhood System

Marty Elquist 
(primary),Amanda 
Haboush-Deloye

Our children deserve a comprehensive early childhood (EC) system that supports healthy development. Come explore 
the long-range EC vision along with goals, objectives, and strategies throughout the sectors of family and community 
engagement, health, and early learning.

B3 

Administering the BRIGANCE Early Childhood Screens III
Lauren Armour 

(primary),Karina Nevers

This session will teach early childhood educators how to administer and interpret the BRIGANCE Early Childhood Screens 
III, both the 0- 35 months and the 3-5 years. Screening materials and handouts will be provided for use during the 
session.

B3 

The Effects of Reflective Supervision on the Quality of Our Home 
Visiting Workforce

Deborah Loesch-Griffin 
(primary)

Reflective supervision is an evidence-based strategy used in early childhood settings. This session will present what 
reflective supervision is, how it works in Nevadaâ€™s home visiting programs and how reflective supervision as well as 
coaching of supervisors enhance the quality of home visitorsâ€™ well-being, job satisfaction, and performance.

B3 

Reading by Third Grade starts at Birth Joanne Everts (primary)

We will present an overview of brain development and its contribution to subsequent learning and development through 
3rd grade. Participants will examine the importance of the first three years in establishing a childâ€™s readiness for 
school, language development and literacy skills and the professional development needed to accomplish these 
outcomes.

B3 

Linking Language to Literacy Development Stacey Joyner (primary)
Nevada's goal that all children read by grade three is dependent upon very early development of language and literacy 
skills. Attend this session to understand the language/literacy link and learn how to support language and literacy 
development across the ages.

B3 

Creating Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Curricula and 
Environments for Groups that Include

Heike Ruedenauer-
Plummer (primary)

This presentation introduces early childhood classroom teachers to evidence-based practices of content-based and 
standards-driven instructions for young English language learners that allow those children to engage in the classroom 
curriculum while improving their English at the same time. Attendees will engage in discussions and practice application 
of new knowledge.

Classroom 
Strategies 

Individualized Curriculum for Infants and Toddlers Rebecca Vizina (primary) Participants will gain an understanding of how to deepen relationships through daily routines, and how to use the 
Nevada Early Learning Guidelines as a reference for developing activities to support individual learning.

Classroom 
Strategies 

Where to Start with Art
Kelly Carr (primary),Heike 

Rael

This workshop will explore how to create an art space within the home, classroom, or center. The focus will be on 
process-based art and participants will engage in the exploration of various materials. Presenters will share their journey 
in creating and organizing their art spaces. Resources will be shared.

Classroom 
Strategies 

Incorporating Joint Action Routines to Enhance Communication Skills 
of Young Children

Lindsay Diamond (primary)

Establishing routines for young children allows them to anticipate upcoming activities, provides occurrences to use 
targeted speech-language structures, and encourages generalization of skills. Through the use of routines, adults and 
children engage in meaningful activities to enhance communication abilities. This presentation will explore ways to 
implement Joint Action Routines.

Classroom 
Strategies 

Dual Language Development
Mary Regan 

(primary),Mirna Mejia

This training will explore how children learn more than one language and the stages of home language(s) development. 
We will explore the stages of learning a new language and how ECE professionals can support learners in the classroom 
to help promote dual/multiple language attainment.

Classroom 
Strategies 

Setting the Stage for Dramatic Play
Yohana Vasquez-

Montenegro (primary)

The course will focus on developmentally appropriate strategies to enhance every day learning experiences for young 
children while they participate in dramatic play. Topics will include environment and materials appropriate for 
exploration and developmentally appropriate activities to stimulate language acquisition, cognitive skills, creativity, and 
literacy.

Classroom 
Strategies 

2018 NevAEYC Conference Breakout Tracks and Session Descriptions (Times and room location will be available soon)



Addressing Challenging Behaviors of Children from Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse Backgrounds

Monique Matute (primary)

This presentation will discuss (1) the disproportionate representation of African Americans in suspension, (2) typical 
African American male behaviors, (3) the functional behavior assessment (FBA) as a culturally responsive tool, (4) 
culturally responsive strategies in the classroom, and (5) suggestions for teachers to incorporate to create safe engaging 
environments.

Classroom 
Strategies 

Reggio Inspired Science Exploration Anne Lowry (primary) Follow a Reggio Inspired science exploration. See how provocations, questions, and documentation assist the students in 
developing concepts. Practice creating provocations and questions for science explorations.

Classroom 
Strategies 

Let's Get Physical; Childhood Obesity Prevention Kayelynn Ogden (primary)
Childhood obesity rates in Nevada and the benefits of physical play and limiting screen time will be shared. Various 
activities will be conducted to allow participants to gain a deeper understanding of adding physical activities throughout 
the curriculum and they will learn how to engage the families as well.

Curriculum 
Development

Always Question, Always Wonder: Nature/Science Make & Take
Maddie Congdon 

(primary),Elizabeth 
Blamire

This creative, hands-on workshop will give attendees the opportunity to explore nature/science activities from ages 0-5. 
Emphasis will be placed on science standards from the ERS scales, Pre-K Standards, and Early Learning Guidelines. The 
activities will revolve around developmentally appropriate practice and how to incorporate science concepts within your 
classroom.

Curriculum 
Development

Using Math Materials with Intention
Rachel McKinney 

(primary)
This session will explore how teachers can use math and manipulative materials to promote higher-level mathematical 
thinking. Attendees will learn intentional teaching techniques to provide thoughtful and sustained mathematical 
experiences in early childhood classrooms. ECERS and CLASS tools will be referenced throughout the training.

Curriculum 
Development

Loose Parts and Beyond
Erin Skaggs 

(primary),Janelle Jamero
Discover new ways to transform your classroom on a teacher-friendly budget. Find the beauty in natural and everyday 
items while supporting the needs of all children. Inspire infantsâ€™/toddlersâ€™ curiosity of their natural world by using 
open-ended materials that promote exploration and imagination. Learn how loose parts can support NAEYC standards.

Curriculum 
Development

Curriculum and Instruction Denise Sidney (primary)
Participants will be exposed to strategies that will aid in the implementation and planning of curriculum in the classroom. 
Candidates will learn how to create a classroom that encompasses the big idea and theme. Candidates will learn to plan 
for all students learning styles, creating an inclusive environment.

Curriculum 
Development

A Moving Child is a Learning Child Sarah Wright (primary)
This training focuses on a comprehensive understanding of movement and its relationship to learning in young children. 
Participants will learn how to facilitate learning through active play and strategies to optimize young children's natural 
need for movement.

Curriculum 
Development

So You Think You Can't Dance? Achieving Pre-K Standards by Dancing 
With Your Little Stars!

Anne Lindsay 
(primary),Susan Taylor

Obtain hands-on music and dance resources that are simple, fun, culturally relevant, multi-genre, effective and 
sustainable to help implement strategies related to physical literacy (e.g. fundamental movement skills & perceptual 
motor development) for the classroom and home while meeting state regulations, standards and national guidelines. 
Evaluation/assessment will also be discussed.

Curriculum 
Development

Piaget on Pre-K Math
Amy Hebel-Brenner 

(primary)

This course opens with the world famous child development expert, Jean Piagetâ€™s, theory on Pre-K math abilities. We 
will look at research which supports his theory and discover math activities suited to Pre-K cognitive development. You 
will even create a math activity to take back to your classroom!

Curriculum 
Development

Toxic Stress and Child Development: A Framework for Responding to 
Children and Families

Amanda Haboush-Deloye 
(primary)

A child's earliest years are the most crucial for brain development. Living in stressful environments can negatively affect 
a childâ€™s emotional, social, and physical development. Expand your knowledge on identifying children who may be at 
risk, or in a toxic environment and working with families to improve their situation.

Health and 
Development 

EEK! Lice! Now What? Deborah Pontius (primary)
Did you know lice cannot fly or jump? Or that lice eggs cannot fall off the head? A national lice expert clarifies common 
misconceptions and separates myths from realities about head lice. She will also share expertsâ€™ recommendations 
for policies and procedures for lice management in child care facilities.

Health and 
Development 

Sun Smart Schools - Building a Culture of Sun Safety for Nevada's Kids
Christine Thompson 

(primary)
Skin cancer affects 1 in 5 Americans, and childhood sunburns are a primary risk factor for the deadliest kind of skin 
cancer. Participants will learn about Sun Smart Schools, a comprehensive, evidence-based program that helps children 
build healthy sun habits to carry through adulthood and decrease risk of skin cancer.

Health and 
Development 

Increasing Parental Engagement in Early Childhood Education Nicole Atwell (primary)
Parents are a childâ€™s first and most influential teacher. This presentation will assist practitioners in identifying 
concerns in order to successfully engage caregivers in their childâ€™s early intervention program. Participants will learn 
to identify concerns and values in order to achieve active family engagement.

Health and 
Development 

Empowering the Whole Child
Carolina Cajica 

(primary),Krystal Rushing

This hands-on and interactive training will allow participants to gain knowledge and strategies on how to promote and 
foster the growth and development of the whole child, as our role as an educator is to empower the leaders of 
tomorrow!

Health and 
Development 



Identification and Management of Severe Allergic Reactions in 
Childcare

Deborah Pontius (primary)
Nothing is more important than saving the life of a child. Eight foods cause the majority of severe food allergies 
(anaphylaxis), for which the only treatment is the injection of epinephrine. Learn how to prevent and treat these allergic 
reactions, including hands-on practice with epinephrine auto-injectors.

Health and 
Development 

The Power of Using Love Languages: 5 Love Languages for Children Sarah Tran Engage, Connect, and Communicate Effectively with your child. Gain the knowledge and tools to identify, understand 
and speak the Love Language of your Child to promote High Quality Interactions and Social Emotional Development. 

Health and 
Development 

Introducation to the New NAEYC Streamlined Accreditation Process Tiffany Olivas (primary)
Interested in NAEYC Accreditation? This is your workshop! Come learn about the NEW Streamlined NAEYC Accreditation 
process. We will review the 4 steps to achieving accreditation, the 10 NAEYC standards, as well as what the Office of 
Early Learning and Development can offer to help you along this process.

Leadership

Powering Up Trainers: Implementing Effective and Engaging Training Teresa Byington (primary)
This session will focus on effective strategies for engaging adult learners during training sessions. A variety of ice 
breakers, grouping and engagement strategies will be presented. Learn new ideas for powering up your training 
sessions.

Leadership

The Fundamental Principles of Adult Learning Theresa Vadala (primary)
Learn the fundamental principles of adult learning. Create professional and effective educational training courses that 
actively engage adult learners. Learn how to make your training relevant to learners by recognizing the unique qualities 
and experience learners bring to the table.

Leadership

Buy-In: Engaging Others in the Dream Diane Nicolet (primary)

We all have dreams that are difficult if not impossible to accomplish alone. Engaging others in your ideas requires 
knowledge, passion and timing.  For example, following regulations because we have to is a different mindset than 
finding ways to genuinely and consistently make a positive difference. In this session, participants will learn practical 
take-away "buy-in" strategies.

Leadership

So You Want to Open a Chid Care Center Evelyn Knight (primary)
What does it really take to be a responsible owner of a child care center? What challenges do we face? Owning and 
operating a childcare center is not what most people think. This class will go into the legal, financial and ethical 
obligation of being an owner.

Leadership

Nevada Silver State Stars QRIS 2018 Update Cindy Johnson (primary)
Participants will have the opportunity to get the latest information about the Nevada Silver State Stars QRIS, give input 
and ask questions. This session will cover the new QRIS initiatives, provide current statistics and explore the latest 
information about QRIS programs across the country.

Leadership

Relax! Help is Just a Breath Away! Kathy Randolph (primary)
The program opens with series of gentle stretches and core strengtheners (all can be done in a chair) to improve 
flexibility, balance and respiration, followed by breathing techniques to reduce stress, initiate self regulation and 
calming, and improve sleep. These skills improve quality of life as well as workplace safety.

Leadership

NAEYC Streamlined Accreditation for TEACHING STAFF Tiffany Olivas (primary)
This training is designed for Teachers working in programs pursuing NAEYC's new Streamlined Accreditation. Learn more 
about the NAEYC process from a teachers perspective. We will review Classroom Portfolios as well and the site visit 
process. Those currently teaching at NAEYC accredited programs and encouraged to attend and share!

Leadership

Stress and Challenging Behavior â€“ Whatâ€™s the Connection, 
Whatâ€™s the Impact?

Steven Erwin (primary)
Research has pointed to â€œstressâ€� as a significant issue in ECE programs. Can challenging behavior be the result of 
stress? This interactive presentation will explore the form and function of challenging behavior and the relationship 
between stress and behavior. Participants will have an opportunity to address strategies to reduce stress.

SocialEmotional

Building Cognitive Capacity to Support School Readiness Steven Erwin (primary)
This interactive session for advanced teachers will explore this recent research as it not only relates to school readiness 
but positively impacts executive functioning and self-regulation skills. Teachers will also identify, explore and role play 
strategies that support cognitive processing skills and cognitive constructs of play.

SocialEmotional

Social Emotional Development in the Context of Families
Jencie Davies 

(primary),Janice Lee

Families are the most important and long-lasting influence in infant and toddler social-emotional development. Join the 
discussion around meaningful family involvement, parent education and engage in self-reflection around program and 
classroom practices.

SocialEmotional

Language & reasoning with young children Jennifer Davis (primary)
Come and learn some positive ways to interact with your students. We will explore the difference between high and low 
quality interactions with young learners and what ECERS-3 says about interactions.

SocialEmotional

Igniting Greatness Sarah Tran (primary)
Transforming the Challenging Behaviors of Intense Children into Successful Behaviors Using the Nurtured Heart 
Approach

SocialEmotional

Taking the BAD out of Behavior June Farren (primary)
Everyone has a way of showing how they feel about something that is affecting them on a personal level. Learn how you 
react to situations so you can teach children how to have a positive and effective reaction to situations that they deal 
with in the childcare setting.

SocialEmotional



Yoga for the Special Child: Methods and Outcomes Kathy Randolph (primary)
Yoga for the Special Child is a comprehensive program of yoga techniques designed to enhance the natural development 
of children with special needs from birth to age 12. Participants will be introduced to methods and outcomes, and will 
learn to teach age appropriate self calming techniques to their students.

SocialEmotional

Planning Successful Infant/Toddler Environments and Routines Sarah Carone (primary)
Join this fun, hands-on session to learn how to create high quality learning environments and responsive routines that 
support the social and emotional needs of infants and toddlers. Participants will leave eager to return to their 
classrooms to rearrange their environments and routines.

SocialEmotional
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